Effect of a new herbo-mineral hypolipidemic agent on plasma lipoprotein pattern in rat atherosclerosis.
Hyperlipidemia was induced in rats by feeding an atherogenic diet for 5 months. The effect of administration of an indigenous hypolipidemic agent, Anna Kaara Raaja Sindhooram (AKRS) on the plasma lipoprotein profile was studied in the presence and absence of dietary lipid stimuli. Hyperlipidemia produced an enormous increase in the cholesterol and triglyceride contents of the low density (LDL) and very low density (VLDL) lipoprotein fractions and reduced the level of the putative non-atherogenic high density cholesterol (HDL-C). The agarose gel electrophoretic pattern showed a decrease in alpha-lipoproteins and an increase in beta-lipoproteins in the hyperlipidemic rats. AKRS treatment for 5 months altered the lipoprotein pattern favourably by raising HDL-C and lowering LDL-C in the treated rats.